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DETAILED ACTION 



1 The application of Harris "Event detection and transmission system" filed on 
January 29, 2004 has been examined. 
Claims 1- 13 are pending 



Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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3 Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yarin et al., (6,294,999) in view of US publication of Lind et at., (20030033032). 

4 As to claim 1, Yarin et al., discloses a data acquisition and transfer device (Col. 
3, lines 20-41; Col. 5, lines 22-33; Col. 7, lines 1-11; Item 12 of figures 1-4 and 11-12) 
comprising a sensor responsive to change of predetermined nature (Col. 5, lines 42-48; 
Col. 6, lines 61-67; Item 37 of figures 1-4 and 11-12), and a transmitter for transmitting 
over a wireless network data concerning the occurrence of such a change to a receiver 
station (Col. 5, lines 15-21; Col. 6, lines 4-5; Col. 7, lines 12-21 Col. 8, lines 59-66), 
however, Yarin et al., does not expressly disclose the wireless network a mobile phone 
network. In the same field of endeavor, Lind et al., discloses a data acquisition and 
transfer device and a transmitter for transmitting over a mobile phone network data 
concerning the occurrence of such a change to a receiver station (Page 4, Par. 0043; 
See figure 1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify the data acquisition and transfer device comprising a sensor and a 
transmitter for transmitting over a wireless network to a receiver station of Yarin et al., 
by incorporating transmitting over a mobile phone network, as taught by Lind et al., in 
order to have a data acquisition and transfer device comprising a sensor responsive to 
change of predetermined nature, and a transmitter for transmitting over a mobile phone 
network data concerning the occurrence of such a change to a receiver station, 
because Yarin et al., discloses a wireless network as one way of transmitting data from 
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the data acquisition and transfer device to a receiver station and Lind et al., discloses a 
mobile phone network as one of a wireless transmission medium to transmit data from a 
data acquisition and transfer device to a receiver station 



5 As to claim 2, a device according to claim 1 , further, Yarin et al., discloses a 
memory for storing each occurrence of a change, and a microprocessor controlling the 
transmission of stored data at selected intervals (Col. 1 , lines 53-56; Col. 8, lines 49- 
58). 



6 As to claim 3, a device according to claim 1 , however, Yarin et al., does not 
expressly disclose including a receiver for receiving a polling signal, and microprocessor 
responsive to the receipt of a polling signal by the receiver to cause the transmitter to 
transmit data. In the same field of endeavor, Lind et al., discloses a receiver for 
receiving a polling signal, and microprocessor responsive to the receipt of a polling 
signal by the receiver to cause the transmitter to transmit data (Page 3, Par. 0036; Item 
106). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify the data acquisition and transfer device of Yarin et al., by 
incorporating a receiver for receiving a polling signal, and transmit data, as taught by 
Lind et al., in order to have a receiver for receiving a polling signal, and microprocessor 
responsive to the receipt of a polling signal by the receiver to cause the transmitter to 
transmit data, because Lind et al., discloses a microprocessor that enters a sleep mode 
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in order to save power and wake-up when the it receives polling signal or wake-up 
request in order to save power. 

7 As to claim 4, a device according to any one of the preceding claims, further, 
Lind et al., discloses a clock, the device being responsive to the clock output to reduce 
power consumption of the sensor by only switching the sensor on at predetermined 
intervals (Page 3, Par. 0036, lines 6-9). 

8 As to claim 5, a device according to any preceding claim, further, Yarin et al., 
discloses the sensor is incorporated in a receptacle for containing drugs to be taken by 
a user (Col. 7, lines 21 -34; Col. 8, lines 49-58; Item 34 of figures 1, 3, 11 and 12), and 
wherein the removal of an item from the receptacle is the change to be detected by the 
sensor (Col. 8, lines 49-58; Col. 9, lines 33-42). 

9 As to claim 6, a device according to any preceding claim, further, Yarin et al., 
discloses at least one additional sensor adapted to monitor a physiological condition of 
the user of the device (Col. 3, lines 52-65; Col. 5, lines 58-67). 

10 As to claim 7, a device according to any one of claims 1 to 4, further, Yarin et al., 
discloses the sensor is adapted to monitor the location of an article (Col. 3, lines 52-65; 
Col. 6, lines 45-55; Col. 12, lines 40-51). 
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11 As to claim 8, a device according to any one of claims 1 to 4, further, Yarin et al., 
discloses the sensor is adapted to monitor physical conditions of an article or a person 
(Col.12, lines 1-39). 

12 As to claim 9, a data acquisition and transfer system incorporating a device as 
claimed in any one of the preceding claims, further, Yarin et al., discloses a reception 
terminal for receiving data transmitted from the device and storing the received data 
(CoL 5, lines 22-33, 38-42). 

13 As to claim 10, a system according to claim 9, further, Yarin et al., discloses the 
system includes a generator for generating polling signals for each device associated 
with the system (Col. 7, lines 39-53). 

14 As to claim 1 1 , a system according to claim 10, further, Yarin et al., discloses a 
memory, and adapted to store data received from the devices as individual logs of 
detector events (Col. 5, lines 22-33). 

15 As to claims 12 and 13, Yarin et al., discloses a data acquisition system, a data 
receiver station for use with at least one data acquisition and transfer device, the device 
having a sensor responsive to change of a predetermined nature (Items 14, 16 and 18 
of figures 1, 2; Items 150-160 of figure 7; Items 240 and 360 of figures 8 and 9), a 
transmitter for transmitting over the mobile phone network data concerning the 
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occurrence of such a change to the data receiver station (Col. 5, lines 15-21; Col. 6, 
lines 4-5; Col. 7, lines 12-21 Col. 8, lines 59-66), a memory for storing the or each 
occurrence of a change (Col. 3, lines 37-38; Col. 5, lines 29-32; Col. 7, lines 5-6), a 
microprocessor means including a clock a receiver adapted to receive data transmitted 
over the mobile phone network by the or each data acquisition and transfer device (Col. 
5, lines 15-21; Col. 6, lines 4-5; Col. 7, lines 12-21 Col. 8, lines 59-66), a memory 
adapted to store data received from the or each data acquisition and transfer device as 
individual logs of detected events (Col. 1, lines 53-56; Col. 8, lines 49-58), however, 
Yarin et al., discloses a receiver for receiving a polling signal from the receiver station 
over the mobile phone network and microprocessor means responsive to the receipt of 
a polling signal from the receiver station to cause the transmitter to transmit data stored 
in the memory to the receiver station, the microprocessor means including a clock and 
being adapted to reduce the power consumption of the sensor by only switching the 
sensor on at predetermined intervals as determined by the clock, and wherein the 
receiver station comprises a transmitter adapted to send polling signals to the or each 
data acquisition and transfer device, and a storage area storing data representing 
polling times at which the transmitter of the receiver station transmits polling signals to 
the data acquisition and transfer device or selected data acquisition and transfer 
devices at intervals determined by clock means which are normally in synchronism with 
the clock in each data acquisition and transfer device so that the receiver station is 
adapted to send the polling signals when each target data acquisition and sensor device 
is switched on. Lind et al., discloses a receiver for receiving a polling signal, and 
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microprocessor responsive to the receipt of a polling signal by the receiver to cause the 
transmitter to transmit data the microprocessor means including a clock and being 
adapted to reduce the power consumption of the sensor by only switching the sensor on 
at predetermined intervals as determined by the clock, and wherein the receiver station 
comprises a transmitter adapted to send polling signals to the or each data acquisition 
and transfer device, and a storage area storing data representing polling times at which 
the transmitter of the receiver station transmits polling signals to the data acquisition 
and transfer device or selected data acquisition and transfer devices at intervals 
determined by clock means which are normally in synchronism with the clock in each 
data acquisition and transfer device so that the receiver station is adapted to send the 
polling signals when each target data acquisition and sensor device is switched on 
(Page 3, Par. 0036; Item 106 of figures 2-4; Page 6, Par. 0057; Item 355 of figure 13; 
See figures 10-13). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify a data receiver station for use with at least one data acquisition and 
transfer device of Yarin et al., by incorporating a receiver for receiving a polling signal, 
and transmit data, as taught by Lind et al., in order to have a data receiver station for 
use with at least one data acquisition and transfer device, the device having a sensor 
responsive to change of a predetermined nature, a transmitter for transmitting over the 
mobile phone network data concerning the occurrence of such a change to the data 
receiver station, a memory for storing each occurrence of a change, a receiver for 
receiving a polling signal from the receiver station over the mobile phone network and 
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microprocessor means responsive to the receipt of a polling signal from the receiver 
station to cause the transmitter to transmit data stored in said memory to said receiver 
station, the microprocessor means including a clock and being adapted to reduce the 
power consumption of the sensor by only switching the sensor on at predetermined 
intervals as determined by the clock, and wherein the receiver station comprises a 
transmitter adapted to send polling signals to the or each data acquisition and transfer 
device, a receiver adapted to receive data transmitted over the mobile phone network 
by the or each data acquisition and transfer device, a memory adapted to store data 
received from the or each data acquisition and transfer device as individual logs of 
detected events, and a storage area storing data representing polling times at which the 
transmitter of the receiver station transmits polling signals to the data acquisition and 
transfer device or selected data acquisition and transfer devices at intervals determined 
by clock means which are normally in synchronism with the clock in each data 
acquisition and transfer device so that the receiver station is adapted to send the polling 
signals when each target data acquisition and sensor device is switched on, because 
Yarin et al., discloses a data receiver station for use with at least one data acquisition 
and transfer device a microprocessor means including a clock to receiver and store the 
occurrence of a change a memory by employing a polling means to request information 
from each individual sensor that are responsive to change of a predetermined nature 
and time. The data acquisition and transfer device also a transmit the data over the 
mobile phone network data to a receiver station over the mobile phone network and 
Lind et al., discloses a receiver for receiving a polling signal from the receiver station 
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over the mobile phone network and microprocessor means responsive to the receipt of 
a polling signal from the receiver station to cause the transmitter to transmit data stored 
in said memory to said receiver station, the microprocessor means including a clock and 
being adapted to reduce the power consumption of the sensor by only switching the 
sensor on at predetermined intervals as determined by the clock, and wherein the 
receiver station comprises a transmitter adapted to send polling signals to the or each 
data acquisition and transfer device; a receiver adapted to receive data transmitted over 
the mobile phone network by the or each data acquisition and transfer device, a 
memory adapted to store data received from the or each data acquisition and transfer 
device as individual logs of detected events; and a storage area storing data 
representing polling times at which the transmitter of the receiver station transmits 
polling signals to the data acquisition and transfer device or selected data acquisition 
and transfer devices at intervals determined by clock means which are normally in 
synchronism with the clock in each data acquisition and transfer device so that the 
receiver station is adapted to send the polling signals when each target data acquisition 
and sensor device is switched on. 

Conclusion 



16 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following cited arts are further to show the sate of art related 
to event detection and transmission system. 
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In the US patent of (5,917,429) Otis et al., discloses a contact-less connection 
system and method for communicating digital information between a portable data- 
gathering device and a data-using device. 

In the US publication of (20020123672) Christophersom et al., discloses a 
system that includes an implantable medical device, along with a transceiver device that 
exchanges data with the patient, between the patient and the implantable medical 
device, and between a remote location and the implantable medical device. 

In the US patent of (6,471,645) Warkentin et al., discloses implantable medical 
devices (IMDs). Specifically, the invention pertains to a remote bi-directional 
communications between the IMDs and a drug dispenser. 

In the US publication of (20030004403) Drinan et al., discloses a remote or 
distributed continuous monitoring of physiologically relevant states. 

In the US publication of (20030036683) Kehr et al., discloses a medical 
information management system and database. 

In the US patent of (6,687,190) Momich et aL, discloses methods and 
apparatuses for use in association with clinical trials and in particular with methods and 
apparatuses that include confirming that the correct medication has been administered. 
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In the US patent of (6,897,788) Khair et al., discloses a wireless system for 
medical monitoring is provided. 

1 7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sisay Yacob whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8562. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Sisay Yacob 






